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NEWS When James Green gave a presentation in front of
- hundreds of potential investors in California more than
Pittsburgh / a year ago, he flopped. Crashed and burned, he said.
Allegheny
Regional _ll__uckily, atmer?t;er oftt_he Elludience \nr;:ts”;])atrtt of .
oastrnasters Intemnational, a nonprofit that teaches its [ ) }
;"Jestﬁmoreland members how to speak, listen and think better. | Most Read [ - EIIEIL AL ” Ll ]
ayette
State "I sold real estate, so | thought I'm a pretty good . 1. Fayette teacher suspended over photo
——— communicator. My brother was there and he was like, To getinvolved 2. Hempfield counters student drug use
Mation W_hat“happened to you? | ]L!St.lfmd D.f fro_ze up- G:Ireen The Pleasant Hills, 3. State police seek man who shot, struck dogin
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OPINION & Vance Kochenderfer of Castle Shannon served as the ﬂ
COMMENTARY emcee for this month's meeting. Become a fan of TribLIVE to
—_— . X get news updates to your wall.
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Help Desk "I realized | could work a lot better at not boring B srmaliertext
Mobile Edition people,” Kochenderfer said. The rest of the group
Contact Us laughed and agreed. Ways to get us
Frank L. Craig, Hopfinger was the only person assigned to deliver a [ £ F—
Eris speech at last Wednesday's meeting. Her assignment |
Robert Fryer, was to speak for about five to seven minutes to =4 Follow us on Twitter
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Tonn The story of how Hopfinger and her husband went to
Wholey's Fish Market in the Strip District to buy the seafood captivated everyone.
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Hopfinger spake slowly but strong. and made eye contact with each person.
Sports Highlights of her story included her use of description and timed humor at the end
of phrases -- a Toastmasters key tip for using humor.
MNews g, . " :
It's hard to get up in front of people and be funny,” Hopfinger said.
e peoP Y. Hopfing
BT Hopfinger is in charge of 16 clubs, from Morgantown, W.Va., to Robinsen and
White Oak. She meets and works with all of the members, she said.
 More Feeds There are dozens of Toastmasters clubs around the Pittsburgh area. They are both

private business clubs where only employees of a company may join and public

community clubs, such as PB&J.

Bruce Tenenbaum of Whitehall served as the table topics master for the evening.
The table topics master asks each person an impromptu question, and that person
must speak about that topic for one to two minutes. The point is to help the
members improve their extemporaneous speaking skills.

Last week's subject was 2010 and Mew Year's resolutions.

Answers ranged from helping children through college searches and calling loved
ones, to past trips to London and a husband and wife recalling daily how they are
blessed. The members expressed not only the ability to communicate with one
another, but the ability to understand and identify with what each person had to
say.

Each speech is evaluated at the end of the meeting, so members know both their
strengths and weaknesses.

"Getting the evaluation is the most important part,” Green said.

Length is important because speakers need to know when to stop. Each person
stayed mostly within the time allotted. but Hopfinger surpassed his limit by
speaking nine minutes.

"The most important part in giving speeches is knowing when to stop,”
Kochenderfer said.
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